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mon, who is capable of making their journey success-
ful; that is why they stop as they pass, and offer it
Tobacco, which they simply put into one of the
clefts, addressing to it this prayer, Oki ca ickikhon
condayee aenwaen ondayee d’aonstaancwas, etc., ‘‘ Demon
who dwellest in this place, here is some Tobacco
which I present to thee; help us, guard us from ship-
wreck, defend us from our enemies, and cause that
after having made good trades we may return safe and
sound to our Village.””” I could willingly say there-
upon, Voluntaria oris eorum beneplacita fac Domine:
My God, listen to them, and make yourself known
to them, for they desire to address themselves to you.

They hold that fish are possessed of reason, [115]
as also the Deer and Moose; and that is why they
do not throw to the Dogs either the bones of the lat-
ter when they are hunting, or the refuse of the
former when fishing; if they did, and the others
should get wind of it, they would hide themselves,
and not let themselves be taken. Every year they
marry their nets or Seines to two little girls, who
must be only from six to seven years of age, for fear
they may have lost their virginity, which is a very
rare quality among them. The ceremony of these
espousals takes place at a fine feast, where the Seine
is placed between the two virgins; this is to render
them fortunate in catching fish. Still, I am very glad
that virginity receives among them this kind of
honor; it will help us some day to make them un-
derstand the value of it. Fish, they say, do not like
the dead; and hence they abstain from going fishing
when one of their friends is dead. But lately, when
they took up from the cemetery the bodies of their rel-
atives and carried them into their Cabins, on the oc-



